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Flonor'able E. Harold Young - - : 
Appropriations: Committee ee eee 
House of ‘Representatives. Oe 





Dear Mr. Young: a ee * 
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fully pledged to secure a waterana association bond issue" 
for the purpose of providing funds for the are ade of : a. 
convention hall at tie mente : 
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We reply in the affirmative. 


It is a well recognized rule of er that sa ‘ 
the expenditure of public money for the promotion of patriotism isa 





of buildings for the use of veterans organizations has such purpose as. 
4ts foundation; and hence such construction is legal, Annotation, en 
AeoLeRe 10354 


While there are no “Judicial Hechatons 
on the subject, to our knowledge in New Hampshire, the practice of | 
granting public funds, through legislative appropriations to veterans .. 

organizations is so long and well established here as clearly to demon-.. 
strate the constitutional views of the legislature in that regard over. 
a long period of time. The absence of challenge in the courts would ° 
tend to confirm the accuracy of the views of the legislature. It is” 
believed that the veterans organization which is the subject of your © 
question 4s the New Hampshire Veterans Association. If so, thse history. 
of that organization well illustrates the principles suggested aboves <3 
From the very year in which the Association was incorporated, 1881 (Laws 
1881, ec. 161), until as late as 1947, 4t has been a recipient of public 
fundse In 1881, $3000 was appropriated "for the erection of barracks 
upon and fitting up the grounds of said association for the use of the 
veterans in their anmal reunions and gatheringse"® Laws 1881, c. 114, 
qa Rca eee was apevieiates to: ‘be mafia dn painting the barracks 
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a . ee the Association's bonds. 
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_ erected by the state and to pay the: accrued debt on the ‘dining pavilion 
. built by the Assoclation, ore 1883, ce 118." 1885 saw the nia eel pepe 
of $2000 for the erection of ; 
: Laws 1885,. Ce 10h... | a 
- similar Legislation; the fore 
~ point. that: direct assistance : 





















| . court pointed. 3 


out that an appropriation ofablie money for a private purpose, ia fore. 


Sat ay | Biddens:, _ at followed that, Statenent with this Janguage: . | 












paete 





ae eee ay | "No Less is the ‘pledge » ‘of. ‘the patie credit, or its: 

| “guaranty, for a private obligation void... An oblie / 
7 cation which may require money to be raised ove nte #: 
Lo ‘wally by taxation to meet it stands on equal. foote: 
ge, See Ang with one, that. is certain to. do BOW" - 88 NH: 











ae es ae ae Po We: ‘take the foregoing Language’ to: mean se xe. 
Os that while the state can neither. lend nor give its money nor pledge tate 
: +." Credit with respect to a private purpose, it may do any ons of these. ony 








- ae oes they all and on an Bie foottre® ~~ if the purpose be a public On 3 
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sa | + ere ae S The rendering of assistance ‘to ‘the. Now | 
a? Rampshire Veterans hesotiation being a public purpose, the state nay.-:' 
*  pender such assistance by lending its credit through the guaranty of 
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